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World History II

Make every effort to see at least 3 of the following films.  These historical films will help ignite your historical imaginations as you extend your study of world history into modern times.  As you watch the films, consider what you learn about the regions’ cultures, economies, and social and political systems.  What are their values (in terms of morality, politics, etc.) – do they emphasize individual freedoms or collective identity?  What role does religion play in these people’s lives?  How much power does the government/ state/ ruler have in their lives?  Look at the handout on World History II themes.  Do you find any examples of the themes in the films you’ve watched?
	The Return of Martin Guerre
	France at end of the 100 Years War

	Henry V (Shakespeare)
	Britain at end of the 100 Years War

	Ran
	Civil warfare in Feudal Japan (plot based on Shakespeare’s King Lear) (Japanese with English subtitles)

	The Agony and the Ecstasy
	Michelangelo and Renaissance Italy

	Black Robe*
	Spanish Colonizing in South America

	The Mission
	Spanish Colonizing in South America

	Luther*
	Protestant Reformation

	A Man for All Seasons
	English Reformation

	Elizabeth*
	Elizabeth I of England

	Mughal e-Azam
	Life in Akbar’s court in Mughal India (Hindi with English subtitles)

	Last of the Mohicans
	French, English & Indians in Colonial America

	Ridicule*
	French Court Life Under Louis XIV (French with English subtitles)

	Peter the Great
	Mini-series about Russian tsar’s expansion and transformation of Russia

	The Madness of King George*
	Georgian England & tensions with American colonies

	Amadeus
	Mozart and Life in late 18th-century Austrian Court

	Danton*
	French Revolution (French with English subtitles)

	Les Misérables
	Social tumult in early 19th-century France

	Roots
	American mini-series on one family’s passage from Africa to slavery in the US

	Glory
	American Civil War

	Horseman on the Roof*
	19th-century Austrian Empire & early Italian nationalism

	Amistad
	Slave Ship Mutiny

	Amazing Grace*
	British Anti-Slavery Society

	The Leopard
	Epic film depicting Italian independence movement (with subtitles)

	Breaker Morant
	Boer War (English vs. Afrikaaners in early 20th-century South Africa)

	The Last Samurai*
	Meiji Restoration Japan

	Jewel in the Crown*
	British Colonial India

	A Passage to India*
	British Colonial India

	Zulu Dawn*
	Battle between British and Zulu in Colonial South Africa

	The Last Emperor*
	“Open Door” China in the early 20th century

	Lawrence of Arabia*
	Early 20th-century British efforts to weaken Ottoman Empire in North Africa

	Mr. Johnson*
	British Colonial Nigeria

	Sunshine
	Late 19th-early 20th century cosmopolitan life and culture in Hungary through Nazi Occupation

	Reds*
	Russian Revolution

	Gallipoli*
	World War I

	Pascali’s Island
	Mediterranean Isle and Intrigue during Final Years of Ottoman Empire

	The Wind that Shakes the Barley
	Describes the events that sparked Ireland’s war for independence

	Paths of Glory
	World War I

	Europa, Europa
	World War II & the Holocaust

	Life is Beautiful
	World War II & the Holocaust (Italian with English subtitles)

	Schindler’s List*
	Holocaust

	Das Boot
	World War II (German with English subtitles)

	Triumph of the Will
	Nazi propaganda film spectacular (German with English subtitles)

	Burnt By the Sun
	World War II

	Gandhi*
	Indian independence from Britain

	Indochine*
	French Colonial Control & Vietnamese Independence (French with English subtitles)

	The Quiet American (1958; 2002)
	American Cold War Intervention in Vietnamese Politics

	Cry Freedom
	South African Apartheid

	A Dry White Season
	South African Apartheid

	Daughters of the Dust
	Indigo cultivation and Gullah descendants of West African slaves on Sea Islands

	Romero*
	Elites & the Catholic Church in Central America

	Sarafina!
	Student Uprising in Black South African Township

	Missing
	American film about the interaction between US and Chilean governments under Pinochet’s military rule

	La Historia Oficiel
	Oscar-winning Argentinian film about life under a military government and the “disappeared”

	The China Syndrome
	Threat of nuclear meltdown in US nuclear facility

	The Lives of Others*
	Life under observation of East German Stasi (secret police) (German with English subtitles)


World History II Themes

As you read My Name Is Red, selections from The Prince, and view your selected historical films,
see if you can find examples of these themes.
· Culture is Political; Knowledge is power

· Divide & Conquer; United We Stand, Divided We Fall

· Keep your friends close, & your enemies closer.

· Internal/ External:
Take care of troubles at home before venturing afield.

Nations tend to focus on external threats only once they’ve resolved internal divisions

· Internal/ External:
Focus on external threats can (temporarily) disguise internal divisions.

Sometimes nations try to distract citizens from internal divisions by focusing their attention on external issues
· Internal/ External:
Resolution of external threats will usually focus attention once more on internal divisions & conflicts.

· In order to consolidate their power, rulers historically try to weaken actual or potential rivals.

· Religion is often used as a tool to attain political and economic goals

· Marriage has often been used as a tool of diplomacy

· Poor people usually revolt only when their most basic needs (food and shelter) are threatened

· In unstable times (social, economic, and/or political), people are often willing to sacrifice freedoms in exchange for security and stability

· People who are desperate are usually those most willing to support radical change.

· Those who control technology & the means of production usually have greater power than those who control only raw materials

· Political and intellectual revolutions tend to be started by the intellectual elite and to promote liberal, not radical agendas.

· Education/ media are tools that can be used for liberation; they can also be used to exercise control over people.

· Throughout history nations have strategically adopted and adapted knowledge and technology gained through contact with other nations.

· It is easier to control a territory that is uniform (in culture, economics, political structures, or laws) than one that is diverse.

· The revelation that nature is governed by laws that can be understood by humans has had a profound impact upon the evolution of politics, economics, and society.

· United we stand; divided we fall.

· Smooth succession of leadership is a key measure of political stability.

· Tolerance can be a wise political strategy.

· Widespread patronage of the arts is usually limited to wealthy societies (in which disposable income is plentiful).

· Political change often follows military defeat.
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* indicates direct relevance to WHII curriculum.
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