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World History II

H10
2006-2007
Ms. Zener

1418 Chinese World Map
Welcome to Tenth Grade World History! I am looking forward to working with you as you continue to refine your interpretive, analytical, & research skills. This course will provide you with a further understanding & appreciation of History. The purpose of this course is to enable you to explore interactions that have taken place through trade, conflict & accident, among peoples of the world from the Age of Exploration (15th c.) to the present day.  

Some of the Essential Questions we will consider in the context of these themes include:

· What is History?

· How do culture, geography, resources, & history influence the ways in which different peoples & nations distribute political power?

· How does art reflect the values, interests, economies, & power relations of different cultures?

· How has the development of technology impacted the wealth of nations & the relationship between nations?

· To what extent does geography influence the growth of empires?

· In what ways do groups define themselves?

· How does a nation determine its interests?

· When does activism become extremism?

Texts: 

Summer Reading: 

Alford, Terry.  Prince Among Slaves.  Oxford University Press 1986.

Endo, Shusaku. The Samurai.  New Directions Classics 1997.

Machiavelli, Niccolo.  The Prince.  Bantam Classics 1984.

Pamuk, Orhan. My Name Is Red. Vintage USA 2001.

Bulliet, Richard W., et al. The Earth and Its Peoples. Brief Third Edition, Vol. II. Houghton Mifflin & Co. 2006.

http://news.bbc.co.uk – This is the BBC news website.  I strongly encourage you to make this your homepage.  It is an invaluable source of world news.

Skills:

	· Critical reading, thinking, listening & discussion

· Analytical research & writing

· Facility in utilizing technology

· Note taking & outlining

· Framing a solid historical argument supported by skillful outlining & essay-writing

· Interpreting maps, graphs, tables & forms of art
	· Comprehending & interpreting primary sources

· Identifying contrasts & comparisons across historical periods & regions

· Asking effective questions

· Researching: print & online

· Probing opinion & multiple perspectives

· Distinguishing fact from opinion


Grading: 

FINAL GRADE: SEMESTER 1 & 2 = 80%
FINAL EXAM = 20%

Essays & Major Written Projects



35%

You will be assigned five-paragraph essays & several research projects throughout the first semester. The second semester will be dominated by research & preparation of the Spring Research Project, a 5-7 page essay. If essays or research projects are late they will be penalized one grade increment per day – e.g. A- to B+ to B. Hint: It’s best to turn in assignments on time.

Miscellaneous Homework: Maps, Current Events, etc.

15%

Homework should be submitted in class on the day it is due. Unless otherwise indicated, written homework should be completed on computer. All typed homework should be double-spaced, on a single side of a paper with a proper heading including your full name, H10(include section letter), specification of assignment, & date due. Homework is marked with a (+, ( or (- & is expected to be completed & turned in on time.

Class Participation





15%

Meaningful contribution to class is expected. During class discussions, everyone has something of value to contribute. It is vital that each member of the classroom community listens & speaks attentively & respectfully, in addition to concentrating on class assignments & working cooperatively with partners & in larger groups.

NOTE: It is also important to come to class on time. The Student Handbook clearly identifies school policy on tardiness; multiple tardies directly affect course grades.

Tests & Quizzes





35%

You should expect a test at the end of each unit. The date of each test generally will be announced a week in advance. Quizzes occur more frequently & will usually be announced. Most quizzes are worth 25% of a test & are about 10-15 minutes in duration.

Email & Internet Policy:

Students may use email & Internet in class only for work directly related to the course. Parents are asked to communicate with teachers via telephone or written note. 

REMINDER: Irresponsible use of these technologies will result in suspension of tech privileges as outlined in the Student Handbook.

Make-up Work:

If you are absent, it is your responsibility to make up assignments & turn in any assignments you may have missed within two days of your return to school. If you have Internet access at home, you can always email us & get assignments via the course website.  If you miss a test, you must make it up within three days following the test. Exceptions may be made for family or medical emergencies.

Extra Help:

If you have further questions on an assignment, please do not hesitate to ask me for extra help by either sending an email or setting up an appointment.  My weekly schedule is (almost always) posted outside my office door (room 322).  I look forward to working & learning with you this year! 

HISTORY IS AN ADVENTURE & WE SHALL HAVE A GREAT TIME EXPLORING PAST & PRESENT TOGETHER. EXPECT TO WORK HARD & ALSO TO SURPRISE YOURSELF WITH YOUR TALENTS, INTERESTS, & KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE WORLD!

Course Website
http://ncdsnet.newtoncountryday.org/%7Ezener/WH2/wh2.html

