Key Historical Patterns & Themes

· Culture is Political

•
Knowledge is Power

· Divide & Conquer; United We Stand, Divided We Fall
· Keep your friends close, & your enemies closer.
•
The enemy of my enemy is my friend.
· Communication fosters innovation;  isolation hinders innovation.
· Court painting and culture is the arena in which political leaders assert their imperial identity/status and worldview.
· Nations tend to focus on external threats only once they’ve resolved internal divisions

· Resolution of external threats will usually focus attention once more on internal divisions & conflicts.

· In order to consolidate their power, rulers historically try to weaken actual or potential rivals (sometimes by creating a “wedge group.”
· Religion is often used as a tool to attain political and economic goals

· Marriage has often been used as a tool of diplomacy

· Poor people usually revolt only when their most basic needs (food and shelter) are threatened
· In unstable times (social, economic, and/or political), people are often willing to sacrifice freedoms in exchange for security and stability
· People who are desperate are usually those most willing to support radical change.
· People who are doing well (whose material needs are met) are likely to support the status quo.

· Those who control trade routes, technology & the means of production usually have greater power than those who control only raw materials

· Political & intellectual revolutions tend to be started by the intellectual elite and to promote liberal, not radical, agendas.

· Education/ media are tools that can be used for liberation; they can also be used to exercise control over people.
· Throughout history nations have strategically adopted and adapted knowledge and technology gained through contact with other nations.
· It is easier to control a uniform, rather than a diverse, territory (uniform in terms of language, religion, economy, political systems, or laws).
· Generally, redistribution of economic power will lead to a demand for redistribution of political power.
· Mercantilism tends to ( government and economic centralization; Liberalism tends to decentralize.

· There’s a difference between being a subject and being a citizen.
· The revelation that nature is governed by laws that can be understood by humans has had a profound impact upon the evolution of politics, economics, and society.

· Smooth succession of leadership is a key measure of political stability.

· Tolerance can be a wise political and economic strategy.

· Widespread patronage of the arts is usually limited to wealthy societies (in which disposable income is plentiful).

· Political change often follows military defeat.
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Questions for Reading History
· Look at the outline of the chapter.  What are the main sub-sections?

· Look at the bold headers within the section

· Look at the paragraph breaks within the document?

· What are the author’s main points?

· What is/are the author’s main argument/s?

· “Who” or “What” is it?
· “When” did it happen?
· “Why” did it happen then (what events/ conditions led to it)?
· What did it lead to?

· Is it like anything else we’ve seen?  (Have similar conditions led to similar outcomes?)  Does it remind you of any other events or conditions you’ve studied (this year, or before)?
· What was important/ notable about this event/ person/ idea at the time it happened?

· What is historically important/ notable about this event/ person/ idea? (e.g., why do we care now?)


Note Taking Strategies

Some helpful strategies to keep in mind:

1. Note dates (& only dates) in the left margin.

2. Underline or highlight important names (people, places, things) and events.
3. Use the indented outline format.  It's a lot easier to read and it immediately lets you know if something is a main topic or a sub-topic, etc. (no need for Roman numerals, etc.)

4. Build your own observations (of historical parallels, etc.) into your notes.  After all, you're not simply learning history, you are being a historian!

5. Put a star by important themes or questions you have for class (This will ensure they stand out as you review the notes).

6. Use abbreviations, #'s, & symbols.  Why waste time writing out full words & sentences when you can get T same pt. across using abbrevs.?  ∆.   Shorter notes stand out when you’re reviewing for a test or quiz.

(
increase/ rise

(
decrease/ decline

(
leads to/ results in

(
results from

∆
change
X∆
exchange
U
union/together

(
therefore

=
equal to

≠
not equal to

||
similar to/ parallels

>
greater than

<
less than

X
export

M
import

S
supply

D
demand

Y
income

7. If you are handwriting your reading notes, write on only one side of the page so you can add information (from class discussion, etc.) on the reverse side.

Ming Isolationism
•
centuries of rule by outsiders ( Ming adopt an anti-foreigner policy( to China's ( isolation from the rest of the world.  

Hint:  you can create shortcuts for symbols.  When you go to Insert/symbol, click on the symbol you want and then click on Create Shortcut.  Assign a key combination to the symbol, like Alt and up arrow for the ( symbol, and you’re good to go!  (
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