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At first the Africans and Portuguese had a trade relationship that allowed for both states to acquire what they wanted from either side. The Africans has more power in this relationship to begin with because the Portuguese had to answer to the African’s terms due to the fact that they had established the royal monopoly on trade. The Portuguese got ivory, textiles, pepper, and prisoners of war and in return gave the Africans copper, fine textiles, glass beads, and horses. The mutual trade relationship began to shift when the African’s became dependant on Portuguese goods and lacking pepper and ivory were forced to sell more and more slaves to pay for expenses and acquire more goods.  This led to the breaking down of the royal trade monopoly and soon the King of Kongo, Afonso, was begging the Portuguese to stop the slave trade because many citizens, even nobles were being kidnapped. The dependency of Africans on Portuguese goods and their desire to change in certain aspects will lead to a capitulation and Africa will lose the power it had in the trade agreement while Portugal becomes the more powerful one. 
